Week of May 19

Community input
being synthesized
Over the past month and a half, Hamilton
Health Sciences has hosted nine
community listening events. They were
held in different locations across the
region and were widely promoted
through advertisements, media stories
and specific outreach efforts. At the
same time, other engagement initiatives
were conducted including: interviews
with community members at public
events; an online discussion through a
portal called MindMixer; and an online
opinion survey of 500 Hamiltonians.
HHS now has a vast range of input that
will help to inform the work of the Our
Healthy Future Patient-Centred Working
Groups. This high level of community
engagement is unprecedented in HHS’
history. “We feel very fortunate to have
a community that cares about the future
of hospital services and is willing to
contribute their time to developing ideas
and recommendations,” says Aaron
Levo, Vice President Communications &
Public Affairs.
Work is now underway to synthesize all
the stories, recommendations and data
into key topics and themes. To help
accomplish this, a special Synthesis
Workshop is taking place on May 19
involving HHS staff as well as external
health system partners. “In order to
ensure that the voices of our community
members are heard by the people
directly involved in planning, the PatientCentred Working Groups will receive this
synthesized input in time for the second
of their four meetings,” says Lori
MacCullouch, Senior Advisor, Clinical
Planning.

Synthesis workshop

Community
Conversations UPDATE

Erika Bailey of The
Moment and Heather
Pullen, manager, Public
Relations &
Communications, HHS,
work through the input
received through the
communty
engagement sessions.

Our team had a busy week as we hosted community conversations in
downtown Hamilton, Dundas and the west mountain. We were pleased with
the attendance as over 160 members of the community showed up with lots of
stories to share.
The first event held on May 11th took place in the auditorium of the Hamilton
Spectator. Members of the community began trickling in around 6:30 p.m. and
by 7 p.m.; we had 35 people ready to get to work. By the end of the session, we
had several clear recommendations about the future of hospital care.
Most notable was our community conversation on May 12th, which brought
almost one hundred people to the Dundas Museum. Our team had to quickly
rearrange the room to accommodate the large crowd. This workshop was
fruitful and speaks volumes about the tight knit community in Dundas.
Community members walked, rode their bikes and drove to the Museum to tell
us about their various healthcare issues.
The final event of the week was held at Westmount Secondary School on May
13th. Community members shared ideas about the use of the Chedoke land as
well as ideas around planning for the aging populations. Councilor Whitehead
took part in the discussion along with a number of his constituents. This event
wrapped up our community conversations until our final session on May 28.
If you haven’t had a chance to attend a session, join us on May 28 at
Mountainview Christian Reformed Church located at 290 Main Street East in
Grimsby.

Fo more information, visit
www.ourhealthyfuture.ca.
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